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Good evening Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobron 

and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee .  My name is Heather Mills and I 

am the Co-Executive Director of Greater New Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc., also 

known as the Pathways/Senderos Center.   I am here to comment on H.B. No. 7027 AN 

ACTCONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE THIRTIEH 2019, AND 

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR.  Specifically, I am here to request that the teen 

pregnancy prevention funding through the Department of Social Services be reinstated as its 

own line item in the 2017/2018 state budget. 

The state’s continuous support of this funding has guaranteed that at-risk teens remain 

pregnancy free, graduate from high school, enroll in post-secondary education and are career 

ready.  Teen pregnancy is still a very real problem in Connecticut, especially in our urban 

centers.   

In 2014, there were 1,420 births to teens in Connecticut and 14% of all teen births were to 

teens who already had a child.  In 2010, teen child bearing cost Connecticut taxpayers at least 

$116 million.  Although the teen birth rate has fallen nationwide and in Connecticut disparities 

still remain. 

In the Connecticut Department of Public Health’s 2013 Connecticut Registration Report it says, 

“Of the eight towns with 1,000 or more births in 2013, five exceeded the state percentage 

(4.5%).  They were Hartford (10.1%), Waterbury (9.6%), New Britain (9.1%), Bridgeport (8.2%) 

and New Haven (8.1%).  These five towns accounted for 46.8% of all births to teenage mothers 

in Connecticut.”  

Research has shown that with strong support, educational assistance, career preparation, work 

opportunities, health education, counseling and medical care adolescents can be helped to 

delay parenthood until they are prepared emotionally and financially to support and raise a 

family. 

Research has also identified effective program models for teen pregnancy prevention.  The 

statewide Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative utilizes only science-based practices and targets 

the neediest communities in the state and are designed to attract and retain youth most at risk 

for early pregnancy.  

These intervention models are independently evaluated on an annual basis. Through these 

evaluations it has been found that even though teens participating in the Statewide Teen 

Pregnancy Prevention Initiative are considered high risk, when compared with teens 

nationwide, teens in TPPI programs engage in less high risk behaviors. 



Pathways/Senderos in New Britain has utilized the evidenced based Carrera model for 24 years.  

98% of all participants during that time period have avoided pregnancy, the last one being in 

2006.  100% of our participants graduate from high school, 77% of graduates go on to some 

form of higher education and 95% of our graduates are currently working. 

There has been progress made in reducing teen childbearing in Connecticut.  This progress has 

saved taxpayers an estimated $230 million in 2010 alone compared to the costs they would 

have incurred. Preventing early parenthood also reduces long-term social costs associated with 

teen births, including participation in public assistance programs and participation in the 

welfare, criminal justice and public health systems. 

Prevention programs work and in the long run save the state and taxpayers money, more so 

than funding intervention programs which are utilized by teen parents. Without state funding 

our program will have to close its doors to some of the highest risk children in the state. I hope 

that we can count on your support to have these funds reinstated into the state budget.  Thank 

you. 

 


